
Print whole section

On this page
Online forms

Copies of forms

A return, notice, statement, application or other document is in the
approved form if it meets all the requirements of subsection 388-50(1)
of Schedule 1 to the Taxation Administration Act 1953, that is:

it is in the form approved in writing by the Commissioner for that
kind of document

it contains a declaration signed by a person or persons as the form
requires

it contains the information that the form requires, and any further
information, statement or document as the Commissioner requires,
whether in the document or otherwise

if it is to be given to us, it must be given in the manner that the
Commissioner requires.

An approved form may be either a paper form or a 'virtual' form, for
example, where the document is given electronically or by telephone.

Other Acts, such as the Superannuation Industry (Supervision)
Act 1993, may have their own definition of 'approved form'. Where that

Approved forms – overview
An approved form is a return, notice, statement,
application or other document that meets relevant legal
requirements.
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occurs, the requirements of that definition will apply instead of the
requirements of subsection 388-50(1).

We are aware that in some instances, the legislation may state that an
'approved form' should be used but no approved form appears on the
website.

In these cases, guidance may be found on our website or in the
substantive legislative provision requiring an approved form to be
lodged or given.

Next steps:

A consolidated list of approved forms is available – this list is
updated regularly, however, it is not exhaustive and may assist you
in locating the relevant approved form.

Contact us – if you require further information.

See also:

Practice Statement Law Administration PS LA 2005/19 - Approved
forms.  

Online forms
A number of approved forms are available on our online platforms,
such as:

Australian Business Register

Online services for business

Online services for agents

ATO Online accessed via myGov

Conditional access applies to our secure online services in order to
protect your privacy and identity.

Copies of forms
Some paper forms can be:

downloaded in portable document format (PDF) without registering
or logging in to an ATO platform at – consolidated list of approved
forms



Our commitment to you
We are committed to providing you with accurate, consistent and clear
information to help you understand your rights and entitlements and meet
your obligations.

If you follow our information and it turns out to be incorrect, or it is
misleading and you make a mistake as a result, we will take that into
account when determining what action, if any, we should take.

Some of the information on this website applies to a specific financial year.
This is clearly marked. Make sure you have the information for the right year
before making decisions based on that information.

If you feel that our information does not fully cover your circumstances, or
you are unsure how it applies to you, contact us or seek professional
advice.

Copyright notice
© Australian Taxation Office for the Commonwealth of Australia

You are free to copy, adapt, modify, transmit and distribute this material as
you wish (but not in any way that suggests the ATO or the Commonwealth
endorses you or any of your services or products).

ordered online at – order ATO publications – and mailed directly to
you.

Please note: lodging in paper may delay the processing time of some
forms.

Before you order, check whether there are other publications you may
need – this will save you time and help us. For each publication you
order, please quote the full title or NAT number of the publication.

If you don't know the title or NAT number of the publication you are
requesting, you can browse a list of our forms.
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